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Fall 2024 Credit Full-time Enrollment (FTE) at Massachusetts Community Colleges 
 
According to the National Student Clearing House Research Center, the undergraduate college freshmen 
enrollment grew 5.5% in fall 2024. However, the strongest growth was at the community colleges which added 
63,000 freshmen (7.1%) compared to fall 2023. 
 
The table below shows that the fall 2024 students FTE enrollment grew by 15 % on average compared to fall 2023.     
As can be seen, every one of the 15 community colleges showed some degree of enrollment growth since 2023. It’s worth noting that expansion of free 
community college in MA to students of all ages largely contributed to the system growth of FTE in fall 2024. According to the chart below, Cape Cod and 
Roxbury shared the highest percentage increases in student FTE followed by Berkshire, and North Shore respectively. 
 
             

Institution 

Fall 
Term 
2014 

Fall Term 
2015 

Fall 
Term 
2016 

Fall 
Term 
2017 

Fall 
Term 
2018 

Fall 
Term 
2019 

Fall 
Term 
2020 

Fall 
Term 
2021 

Fall 
Term 
2022 

Fall 
Term 
2023 

Fall 
Term 
2024 

% change of FTE 
 fall 2023-fall 

2024 

Berkshire  
       
1,295  

         
1,237  

        
1,127  

        
1,058  

            
967  

            
923  

            
811  

            
773  

            
734  

            
817  

            
994  22% 

Bristol  
       
5,978  

         
5,789  

        
5,559  

        
4,874  

        
4,574  

        
4,401  

        
4,037  

        
3,700  

        
3,447  

        
3,602  

        
4,045  12% 

Bunker Hill  
       
7,953  

         
7,677  

        
7,540  

        
7,511  

        
7,218  

        
6,818  

        
5,761  

        
5,354  

        
4,907  

        
5,221  

        
6,055  16% 

Cape Cod  
       
2,101  

         
2,032  

        
1,827  

        
1,837  

        
1,669  

        
1,657  

        
1,559  

        
1,447  

        
1,297  

        
1,437  

        
1,816  26% 

Greenfield  
       
1,268  

         
1,224  

        
1,147  

        
1,039  

        
1,036  

            
992  

            
878  

            
762  

            
762  

            
836  

            
900  8% 

Holyoke  
       
4,371  

         
4,197  

        
3,833  

        
3,648  

        
3,339  

        
3,056  

        
2,529  

        
2,194  

        
2,065  

        
2,170  

        
2,404  11% 

Mass Bay  
       
3,201  

         
2,842  

        
2,837  

        
2,700  

        
2,543  

        
2,407  

        
2,175  

        
2,005  

        
1,956  

        
2,298  

        
2,672  16% 

Massasoit  
       
4,915  

         
4,745  

        
4,602  

        
4,411  

        
4,180  

        
3,946  

        
3,321  

        
3,192  

        
2,739  

        
2,829  

        
3,128  11% 

Middlesex  
       
5,640  

         
5,486  

        
5,127  

        
4,897  

        
4,599  

        
4,400  

        
3,858  

        
3,690  

        
3,540  

        
3,672  

        
4,184  14% 
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Mt. Wachusett  
       
2,739  

         
2,561  

        
2,514  

        
2,338  

        
2,272  

        
2,206  

        
1,874  

        
1,816  

        
1,630  

        
1,857  

        
2,155  16% 

North Shore  
       
4,421  

         
4,127  

        
3,714  

        
3,601  

        
3,380  

        
3,203  

        
2,810  

        
2,655  

        
2,383  

        
2,543  

        
3,045  20% 

Northern Essex  
       
4,127  

         
3,951  

        
3,606  

        
3,425  

        
3,080  

        
2,935  

        
2,716  

        
2,679  

        
2,341  

        
2,463  

        
2,584  5% 

Quinsigamond  
       
5,156  

         
4,896  

        
4,680  

        
4,484  

        
4,352  

        
4,266  

        
4,096  

        
3,912  

        
3,561  

        
3,752  

        
4,315  15% 

Roxbury  
       
1,435  

         
1,347  

        
1,213  

        
1,142  

        
1,158  

        
1,015  

            
683  

            
602  

            
668  

            
985  

        
1,239  26% 

Springfield 
Technical  

       
4,348  

         
4,011  

        
3,620  

        
3,433  

        
3,169  

        
3,267  

        
2,747  

        
2,463  

        
2,462  

        
2,833  

        
3,232  14% 

Com. College Total 
     
58,947  

      
56,119  

      
52,947  

      
50,396  

      
47,535  

      
45,495  

      
39,855  

      
37,244  

      
34,491  

      
37,315  

      
42,767  15% 

             
Page created 1/10/2024            
Source: Massachusetts Department of Higher 
Education          
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Student FTE to Full-time Faculty Ratios per college from Fall 2022 to Fall 2024 
 
The chart below shows a significant increase in student to faculty ratios due to the increase in enrollment over the last two years. Exceptions can be made 
for Greenfield with a slightly decreasing student to faculty ratio from 2022 to 2024, and Massasoit which has a lower ratio in 2024 than that of the previous 
year. 
 

 

Student to  
Faculty Ratio 

Fall 2022 

Student to 
Faculty Ratio 

Fall 2023 

Student to 
Faculty 
Ratio 

Fall 2024 
Berkshire  15:1 17:1 19:1 
Bristol  31:1 34:1 38:1 
Bunker Hill  34:1 39:1 44:1 
Cape Cod  20:1 22:1 26:1 
Greenfield  19:1 19:1 18:1 
Holyoke  20:1 22:1 25:1 
MassBay  28:1 23:1 34:1 
Massasoit 28:1 38:1 32:1 
Middlesex  35:1 37:1 42:1 
Mount 
Wachusett  24:1 31:1 38:1 
North Shore  21:1 23:1 27:1 
Northern Essex  30:1 31:1 33:1 
Quinsigamond  27:1 29:1 32:1 
Roxbury  18:1 24:1 33:1 
Springfield  21:1 25:1 30:1 
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Highlights in Full-time Faculty Salaries for the 2023-2024 Academic year 

It’s a fact that faculty salaries have increased in nominal dollars between 2023 and 2024. However, the high inflation that started in the early 2020s caused 
faculty of all ranks to have lost significant purchasing power. Massachusetts is no exception to this trend. The cost of living in Massachusetts is slightly 
higher than the peer and surrounding states. According to ASA Research, Massachusetts cost-of-living adjusted average salary for community college 
professors is about $40,000 less than professors in peer state’s community colleges. For faculty to fully recover from the purchaser power erosion, future 
years’ salary increases must continue to outpace inflation. An in-depth look at six years of data on the table below displays a more nuanced picture for the 
average full-time faculty pay in Massachusetts. 

 

Average full-time faculty salaries by rank in the community college system of Massachusetts: Spring 2025 
  
 

Rank Average full-
time  

faculty salaries 
spring 2019 

Average full-time  
faculty salaries 

spring 2020 

Average full-time  
faculty salaries 

spring 2021 

Average full-
time  

faculty salaries 
spring 2022 

Average full-
time  

faculty salaries 
spring 2023 

Average full-
time  

faculty salaries 
spring 2025 

% Change 
2023 -2025 

Professor $73,183  $76,634  $75,204  $73,975  $73,785  $89,392  21.15% 
Associate 
Professor 

$60,571  $64,081  $63,867  $63,447  $63,545  $80,229  26.26% 

Assistant 
Professor 

$56,317  $60,302  $59,855  $60,931  $61,312  $79,059  28.95% 

Instructor $54,920  $56,583  $57,318  $59,736  $59,890  $63,424  5.90% 
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Percentage changes of average full-time faculties by rank from 2019 to 2025 
 
The chart below shows that the average full-time faculty salaries have made some gains from 2023 -2025 due a one-year pay 
increase.  
 

Rank Percentage 
change spring 
2018 to 2019 

Percentage 
change spring 
2019 to 2020 

Percentage 
change 

spring 2020 
to 2021 

Percentage 
change spring 
2021 to 2022 

Percentage 
change spring 
2022 to 2023 

Percentage 
change spring 
2023 to 2025 

Professor -1.48% 4.72% -0.87% -1.63% 0.26% 21.15% 
Associate 
Professor 

-0.49% 5.79% 0.33% 0.66% 0.15% 26.26% 

Assistant 
Professor 

-0.13% 7.08% 0.74% 1.80% 0.63% 28.95% 

Instructor 0.22% 3.03% 1.30% 1.30% 0.26% 5.90% 
 
Average and median full-time faculty salaries across all ranks of the community colleges of Massachusetts 
 
The table below provides a snapshot of average and median salaries for full-time faculty per college. As of March 2025, the average salary for a full-time 
faculty in the college system was $80,904 compared to last year’s average of $68,386. 
 
It should be noted that Quinsigamond has the highest average and median salaries among all other colleges. The chart below also shows that, in general, the 
median salaries among faculty members are not substantially less than the average salaries. In other words, the distribution of faculty members by salary 
level is not highly skewed. It’s worth noting that the average and median salaries are calculated without DCE pay. 
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Colleges 
Average Salaries 

for FT Faculty 
Media Salaries 
for FT Faculty 

Berkshire Community College $77,561 $75,232 
Bristol Community College $77,432 $73,985 
Bunker Hill Community College $81,191 $77,132 
Cape Cod Community College $81,903 $78,421 
Greenfield Community College $80,951 $78,089 
Holyoke Community College $80,403 $78,581 
Massasoit Community College $80,884 $79,363 
MassBay Community College $81,915 $80,208 
Middlesex Community College $80,472 $76,493 
Mount Wachusett Community College $77,282 $73,396 
Norhtern Essex Community College $76,509 $75,240 
North Shore Community College $81,325 $76,459 
Quinsigamond Community College $86,522 $81,702 
Roxbury Community College $77,809 $75,232 
Springfield Technical Community College $84,604 $80,050 

   Source: HR/CMS payroll 
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Full-time Faculty Salaries 75th Percentile in the community college system 
The chart below shows the faculty salaries 75th percentile from 2010 to 2024 using AAUP and IPEDS data as benchmarks. The DMG method was used to calculate the 
percentiles for all the states considered, except Massachusetts that used the actual average. As of January 2025, full-time faculty average salaries for the community 
colleges in Massachusetts were $5,692 below the national 75th percentile. In order to bridge this gap, Massachusetts’ public two-year faculty salaries should increase 
by 7.14%. It should be noted that the average salary gap in Massachusetts compared to the other states is at its lowest point for more than a decade. 

 75th Percentile         

 IPEDS IPEDS IPEDS IPEDS IPEDS IPEDS IPEDS IPEDS IPEDS IPEDS 

  09-10 10-11 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 21-22 23-24 

Texas 
 

$55,839  
 

$55,269  
 

$58,336  
 

$57,524  
 

$62,883  
 

$61,182  
 

$59,250  
 

$61,353  
 

$67,658  
 

$69,972  

Florida 
   

62,107  
   

62,388  
   

63,653  
   

59,830  
   

65,829  
   

66,552  
   

65,306  
   

65,104  
   

62,316  
   

66,424  

Washington 
   

57,362  
   

57,626  
   

57,300  
   

57,035  
   

58,650  
   

60,481  
   

59,231  
   

64,402  
   

80,281  
   

91,726  

Ohio 
   

71,073  
   

73,584  
   

76,217  
   

77,830  
   

76,493  
   

76,052  
   

70,264  
   

69,153  
   

82,752  
   

80,869  

Pennsylvania 
   

60,317  
   

61,881  
   

64,275  
   

62,591  
   

64,232  
   

63,479  
   

61,896  
   

65,872  
   

66,447  
   

65,941  

New York 
   

72,584  
   

73,684  
   

73,684  
   

79,952  
   

83,787  
   

85,155  
   

83,918  
   

85,126  
   

84,610  
   

85,273  

Illinois 
   

78,779  
   

81,060  
   

79,470  
   

79,171  
   

78,180  
   

79,939  
   

82,552  
   

84,805  
   

81,864  
   

97,517  

New Jersey 
   

70,851  
   

73,267  
   

72,330  
   

64,922  
   

73,891  
   

76,328  
   

71,753  
   

72,075  
   

72,540  
   

75,370  

Michigan 
   

83,250  
   

84,170  
   

84,170  
   

76,752  
   

87,334  
   

84,947  
   

78,950  
   

82,219  
   

88,814  
   

94,272  

California 
   

87,904  
   

89,112  
   

93,126  
   

91,136  
   

90,598  
   

89,077  
   

94,466  
 

105,823  
 

114,452  
 

126,162  

Average 
 

$70,007  
   

71,204  
   

72,256  
   

70,674  
   

74,188  
   

74,319  
   

72,759  
   

75,593  
   

80,173  
   

85,353  

Massachusetts 
 

$59,762  
 

$59,565  
 

$62,904  
 

$64,205  
 

$63,154  
 

$66,665  
 

$66,831  
 

$65,898  
 

$67,959  
 

$79,661  

Average Salary           
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Tuition at Massachusetts community college system from 2016 to 2025         
         
The tuition for the community colleges, which is approved by the board of higher education, has been      
flat over the years. The numbers on the table below are based on 15-credit courses per semester.          
For instance, the tuition rate for the 2024 academic year at Roxbury has been set to $26 per credit. 
 

Institution 
FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY 1 Year 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 % 
Change 

Berkshire  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  0% 
Bristol  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  0% 
Bunker Hill  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  0% 
Cape Cod  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  0% 
Greenfield  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  0% 
Holyoke  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  0% 
Mass Bay  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  0% 
Massasoit  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  0% 
Middlesex $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  0% 
Mt. Wachusett  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  0% 
North Shore  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  0% 
Northern 
Essex  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  0% 

Quinsigamond  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  $720  0% 
Roxbury  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  $780  0% 
Springfield  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  $750  0% 
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Fee rates for the Massachusetts community college system: 2016 - 2025         
        
College fees are often the reason why the cost of attending community colleges          
in Massachusetts has been soaring over the past years. However, from spring 2024 to 2025, the fee rate at the community colleges increased by 4% on 
average. The two colleges with the highest fee increase from 2024 to 2025 are Bunker Hill and Springfield respectively.    
    
 

Institution 
FY 
2016 

FY 
2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 

FY-
2020 

FY-
2021 FY-2022 FY-2023 FY-2024 

FY-
2025 

1 Yr  
% 
Change  

Berkshire  $5,240  $5,420  $5,670  $5,970  $5,970  $5,970  $5,970  $5,970  $6,180  $6,480  5%  

Bristol  $4,724  $4,934  $5,174  $5,324  $5,534  $5,774  $5,864  $5,954  $6,284  $6,644  6%  

Bunker Hill  $3,750  $4,140  $4,560  $4,900  $5,160  $5,580  $5,580  $5,880  $6,180  $6,990  13%  

Cape Cod  $4,546  $4,682  $4,952  $5,610  $5,970  $5,970  $5,970  $6,120  $6,420  $6,780  6%  

Greenfield  $5,702  $5,852  $6,002  $6,152  $6,152  $6,152  $6,242  $6,242  $6,452  $6,452  0%  

Holyoke  $4,430  $4,850  $5,040  $5,340  $5,600  $5,930  $5,930  $6,170  $6,470  $6,690  3%  

Mass Bay  $4,880  $5,270  $5,640  $5,640  $5,820  $6,000  $6,000  $6,000  $6,300  $6,600  5%  

Massasoit  $4,890  $5,130  $5,130  $5,310  $5,520  $5,730  $5,730  $6,000  $6,000  $6,000  0%  

Middlesex  $4,910  $5,180  $5,270  $6,680  $6,840  $6,840  $6,840  $6,840  $6,840  $6,840  0%  

Mt. Wachusett  $5,650  $5,800  $5,950  $6,100  $6,250  $6,250  $6,250  $6,360  $6,660  $6,850  3%  

North Shore  $4,920  $5,410  $5,530  $5,800  $5,920  $6,040  $6,040  $6,040  $6,040  $6,040  0%  

Northern Essex  $5,110  $5,380  $5,650  $5,810  $5,990  $6,170  $6,260  $7,100  $7,250  $7,560  4%  

Quinsigamond  $5,680  $5,820  $6,000  $6,060  $6,150  $6,340  $6,340  $6,340  $6,520  $6,880  6%  

Roxbury  $4,690  $4,690  $4,700  $5,710  $5,710  $6,550  $6,550  $6,550  $6,580  $6,900  5%  

Springfield  $4,686  $4,986  $5,316  $5,556  $5,856  $6,096  $6,096  $6,096  $6,096  $6,576  8%  

CC Average 
 

$4,921  
 

$5,170   $ 5,372   $ 5,731  
 

$5,896  
 

$6,093   $ 6,111   $ 6,244   $   6,418  
 $  

6,685  4% 
 

            
source: Department of Higher 
Education 
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Cost of attending community colleges in Massachusetts from 2016 to 2025        
   
The graph below shows that the cost of attending community colleges has been on the rise since 2016. From 2024 to 2025, the average cost went up by 4% 
on average. Bunker Hill has the highest 1-year percent change per full-time enrollee followed by Springfield for that same period. 
 
 
Institution FY- FY- FY- FY- FY- FY- FY- FY- FY- FY- 1 Yr 

  2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 
% 

Chg 

Berkshire  $6,020  $6,200  $6,450  $6,750  $6,750  $6,750  $6,750  $6,750  $6,960  $7,260  4% 

Bristol  $5,444  $5,654  $5,894  $6,044  $6,254  $6,494  $6,584  $6,674  $7,004  $7,364  5% 

Bunker Hill  $4,470  $4,860  $5,280  $5,620  $5,880  $6,300  $6,300  $6,600  $6,900  $7,710  12% 

Cape Cod  $5,266  $5,402  $5,672  $6,330  $6,690  $6,690  $6,690  $6,840  $7,140  $7,500  5% 

Greenfield $6,482  $6,632  $6,782  $6,932  $6,932  $6,932  $7,022  $7,022  $7,232  $7,232  0% 

Holyoke  $5,150  $5,570  $5,760  $6,060  $6,320  $6,650  $6,650  $6,890  $7,190  $7,410  3% 

Mass Bay  $5,600  $5,990  $6,360  $6,360  $6,540  $6,720  $6,720  $6,720  $7,020  $7,320  4% 

Massasoit  $5,610  $5,850  $5,850  $6,030  $6,240  $6,450  $6,450  $6,720  $6,720  $6,720  0% 

Middlesex  $5,630  $5,900  $5,990  $7,400  $7,560  $7,560  $7,560  $7,560  $7,560  $7,560  0% 
Mt. 
Wachusett  $6,400  $6,550  $6,700  $6,850  $7,000  $7,000  $7,000  $7,110  $7,410  $7,600  3% 

North Shore  $5,670  $6,160  $6,280  $6,550  $6,670  $6,790  $6,790  $6,790  $6,790  $6,790  0% 
Northern 
Essex  $5,860  $6,130  $6,400  $6,560  $6,740  $6,920  $7,010  $7,850  $8,000  $8,310  4% 
Quinsigamond  $6,400  $6,540  $6,720  $6,780  $6,870  $7,060  $7,060  $7,060  $7,240  $7,600  5% 
Roxbury $5,470  $5,470  $5,480  $6,490  $6,490  $7,330  $7,330  $7,330  $7,360  $7,680  4% 
Springfield  $5,436  $5,736  $6,066  $6,306  $6,606  $6,846  $6,846  $6,846  $6,846  $7,326  7% 
CC Averages $5,661 $5,910 $6,112 $6,471 $6,636 $6,833 $6,851 $6,984 $7,158 $7,425 4% 
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