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Special Meeting of the Board of Directors
January 30, 2024, via Zoom

Attendees: President Claudine Barnes, Vice President Joe Nardoni, Secretary Colleen Avedikian, Ex Com At Large: Brian Falter (NSCC), Angelina Avedano for Lisa Coole (MaCC), Candace Shivers (MWCC), Paul Johansen (PT/Adjunct); Directors: Gail Guarino (CCCC), Margaret Wong (QCC), Tom Grady (BrCC), Laura Mondt (NECC), Shannon Glenn (HCC), Claire Lobdell (GCC), DeAnna Putnam (BHCC), Colin Adams (BeCC), Aisha Arroyo (MiCC), Jalal Ghaemghami (RCC), Tom Smith (STCC), NT Izuchi (MTA Board), Mark Linde (PT/Adjunct).

Guests: Joanna DelMonaco (MiCC), Don Williams (Communications), Alfonso Herrera-Neal, HCC), Adina Gianelli (HCC), MTA FSO: Bret Seferian, Colleen Fitzpatrick

Absent: Margaret Crowe (MBCC). 

Called to order at 5:02pm

Motion: The Massachusetts Community College Council (MCCC) stands in solidarity with the dedicated educators of the Newton Teachers Association (NTA).  The NTA is firmly standing up for workers’ rights, as well as for students and parents, by fighting for expanded mental health support for their students, living wages for education support professionals, improved parental leave, fair health care costs, and preservation of guaranteed prep time. The working conditions of our educators are the learning conditions of our students. When almost 100% of membership votes to authorize a strike, it is clear there are fundamental needs that must be met immediately.  Superior public education is the cornerstone of a thriving community, and is one of the reasons people choose to live in Newton. Newton Mayor Ruthanne Fuller and the Newton School Committee have underfunded education for years, thus eroding Newton’s future strength. As education union siblings, we strongly encourage Mayor Fuller and the Newton School Committee to promptly meet the reasonable demands of the NTA.  (Johansen/Linde).  Passed.

Motion: To recommend ratification of the Day TA to our members (Shivers/Lobdell).   Passed.

We hope to get a better idea of the timeline from the printers regarding when ballots will be ready to mail out to members.  We hope that management will have the transmittal letter ready so that our raises will be included in the March supplemental budget.

Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 5:20pm (Guarino/Adams).  Passed.

Respectfully submitted by Colleen Avedikian, MCCC Secretary
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