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Minutes of the MCCC Board of Directors
Electronic Meeting via Zoom
June 16, 2021 at 10:30 a.m.
APPROVED 8.17.2021

Present: President Margaret Wong, Vice President Rosemarie Freeland (MTA Board), Treasurer Chip
Bradford, and Secretary Ellen Pratt; Members at-Large: Claudine Barnes (CCCC), Brian Falter (NSCC),
and Candace Shivers (MWCC/NEA); Part-time At-Large: Laura Schlegel (HCC) and Mark Linde ;
MTA: Bret Seferian, ColleenFitzpatrick, and Tyler Rocco-Chaffee; Directors: Andrea Robare (BeCC),
Shelly Murphy (BrCC), DeAnna Putnam (BHCC), Mary McEntee (GCC), Trudy Tynan (HCC), Janel
D'Agata-Lynch (NECC), Cathy Boudreau (MaCC), Joe Nardoni (MiCC/MTA), Sue McPherson (QCC),
Tom Smith (STCC), and Ben Anilus and Jalal Ghaemghami (RCC).

Guests: Don Williams (Communications Coordinator), Joseph Rizzo (DCE Grievance Coordinator),
Matt Jones (MTA Legal), Genevieve Morse (Chair, Professional Staff Committee). Lara Akinyemi,
Colleen Avedikian, Heather Bacchiocchi, Kathleen Berry, Jayme Botelho, Emily Brown, Lisa Coole,
David Cox, Jose Diaz, Rose Ferro, Johnathan Francis, Doreen Gardner, Jared Gilpatrick, Renae
Gorman, Andrea Henry, Sara Hilinski, Laura Hogan, Chris Horn, Paul Johansen, Trevor Kearns, Cherry
Lim, Cori Lopes, Katie Mason, Sharyn McCaughey, Julie McNeill, Jennie Moniz, Mary Ann Noone,
Holly Pappas, Nicole Precourt, Linda Prystupa, Lisa Santos, Valerie Saunders, Kerryn Snyder, Joia
Souza, Susan Souza-Mort, Colleen Spence, June Tooley, Duffy William.

Called to order at 10:32 a.m.
Adopted Order of Business as amended.

Hybrid/Return for Professional Staff

Genevieve Morse, Professional Staff Committee Chair, advocated a hybrid working model for
professional staff in the next contract. Day Negotiating Team will address it and reach out to the
Professional Staff Committee if additional information is needed. President Wong encouraged
professional staff to work with campus CATSs.

Approve April 14, 2021 and May 21, 2021 minutes of the Board of Directors meetings.
(Boudreau/Barnes and Barnes/Shivers) Passed.

MCCC/MTA Relationship (Limited to 45 minutes)
President Wong provided an update that included meeting with the MTA with or without lawyers
present as offered by MTA leadership through Rebecca Lee, MTA General Council.

Motion: The MCCC proceed with an MTA meeting with the lawyer present. (Boudreau/Pratt) Passed.
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Motion: The MCCC Executive Committee select an ad hoc committee to take part in meditation with the
MTA. (Shivers/Pratt)
Motion to amend: The MCCC Executive Committee select an ad hoc committee to take part in a
meeting with the MTA with a lawyer.(Pratt/Boudreau) Passed.
Motion to amend: The MCCC Executive Committee select an ad hoc committee to take part in a
meeting with the MTA with a lawyer, and any subsequent mediation with the MTA.
(Nardoni/Shivers) Failed.
Motion: Extend this agenda item by no more than 30 minutes. (Boudreau/Pratt) Failed.

Reports
President Wong presented the 2021-2022 Calendar of Meetings recommended by the Executive
Committee.

Motion: To extend the ability of the MCCC to hold electronic meetings for 2021-2022 and that the BOD
amend our electronic meeting policy to reflect ongoing circumstances. (Executive Committee) Passed.

Motion to suspend the rules. (Boudreau/Linde) Passed.
Motion: To extend the ability of the MCCC to hold electronic meetings for 2021-2022 and that the BOD
amend our electronic meeting policy to reflect ongoing circumstances. (Barnes/Pratt) Passed.

STCC Reorganization Lawsuit

Tom Smith reviewed the timeline and events leading to the STCC Chapter’s request of the Board of
Directors to recommend MTA file a lawsuit related to a 2019 reorganization at STCC. Matt Jones, MTA
Legal, provided additional background information and actions related to the STCC litigation and
clarified that the lawsuit would be the MCCC against the Board of Higher Education and Trustees.

Motion: The MCCC BOD recommend MTA file a lawsuit in Massachusetts Superior Court on behalf of
MCCC/STCCPA due to the 2019 Reorganization unilaterally imposed by STCC management outside
the boundaries of the relevant Massachusetts statute. (Freeland/Nardoni) Passed.

Jones indicated that MTA would probably file the complaint late in the summer. Additionally, lawsuits
of this kind on average take about 3 years however where the issues in this case are clear, it could be
quick.

Call the question (Tynan/Shivers) Passed.

Vice President/SAC

Vice President Freeland reported that SAC has tried to give focus on providing some training and tips to
adjunct faculty interested in testifying in support of the MTA legislative agenda on adjunct heath,
pension and pay equity. The bill currently sits with the Public Service Committee and no hearings are
scheduled yet. Open Office Hour meetings, hosted by Freeland and Wong, will no longer be held.
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Treasurer

Treasurer Bradford’s report was distributed by President Wong as meeting materials: profit/loss FY21
(through June 1, 2021), balance sheet (year to date); profit/loss on budget and summary of critical
numbers.

Secretary

Secretary Pratt asked Chapters to update their leadership information by responding to Pratt’s email
request. Pratt reported on a workshop, with Candace Shivers, providing initial training for new Board of
Directors members. The workshop covered meeting norms and Robert’s Rules lite among other things.

MTA Consultants (Report distributed with meeting materials in President Wong’s email.)

MTA Board

Rosemarie Freeland and Joe Nardoni discussed the following: a Legislative Event on 6.17.2921 focused
on public higher education and ARPA funds; a letter from NAGE to the Legislature (bypassing Gov.
Baker requesting hazard pay and 6% retroactive pay for all state employees outside collective
bargaining; 70% Massachusetts residents are in favor of fair share amendment; a Motion for MTA BOD
meeting: HELC moves that the MTA help design and fund a campaign from existing funds to help
expose the lies behind the austerity argument the Governor is trying to push in negotiations with our
higher ed locals and other public sector unions through his unacceptable salary parameters, engage with
the legislature in gaining their support for this campaign, as well as engaging our members and our allies
in the campaign.

NEA Director

Candace Shivers, NEA Director, shared information, and deadlines for NEA RA business. Shivers
announced the NEA Higher Ed Conference may be virtual again next year because of level of
attendance this year.

Election of At-Large Executive Committee Members

Rosemarie Freeland nominated Candace Shivers.

Ellen Pratt nominated Claudine Barnes.

Trudy Tynan nominated Brian Falter.

President Wong explained where there are three (3) open seats and only three (3) nominees Shivers,
Barnes, and Falter are deemed elected.

Motion: The MCCC Board of Directors extends the ad hoc Task Force on Race for another year.
(Putnam/Shivers) [See Appendix A] Passed.
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Motion: the MCCC Board of Directors takes no position on the COVID-19 vaccine. (Executive
Committee) Passed.

Motion: the MCCC Board of Directors approves payment of a stipend ($1200) to each DCE Negotiating
Team member for summer bargaining. (Executive Committee) Passed.

Motion: the MCCC Board of Directors approves payment of a stipend ($1200) to each Day Negotiating
Team member for summer bargaining. (Freeland/Nardoni) Passed.

Motion: The Day Negotiating Team Chair and the DCE Negotiating Team Chair each receive a stipend
at Step 2 DCE as compensation for impact bargaining over the summer. (Wong/Shivers) Passed.

Day bargaining update (Barnes)
Claudine Barnes, Day Bargaining Chair, reported she sent the latest Update to Chapter Presidents and
Directors yesterday (6.15.2021) and reviewed the content.

Campus Roundup
Motion: Table Campus Round up until August BOD. (Pratt/Robare) Passed.

Motion to go into Executive Session at 4:45 p.m. Passed.
Out of Executive Session at 5:51 p.m.
Motion to reaffirm Motions made in executive session. Passed
Motion: Create an ad hoc committee on membership. (Barnes) Passed.
Adjourned at 5:53 p.m.

Submitted by Ellen Pratt, MCCC Secretary

Page 4 of 5



Massachusetts Community College Council

Don Williams, Communications
Dennis Fitzgerald, Day Grievance
Joseph Rizzo, DCE Grievance
Hilaire Jean-Gilles, Research
Tom Powers, Webmaster

Margaret Wong, President
Rosemarie Freeland, Vice President
Henry (Chip) Bradford, Treasurer
Ellen Pratt, Secretary

MrAnea
Appendix A

MOTION: The MCCC Board of Directors extends the ad hoc Task Force on Race for another year.
(Putnam)

Rationale: Ad Hoc committees, which the task force would be technically be, automatically expire after
a year, so this would expire in June 2021, and it seems MCCC would want this task force to continue.

Background (if anyone wants a refresher):
The applicable section of the approved minutes from June 2020:

MOTION: The MCCC Board of Directors establish an ad hoc Task Force on Race effective
immediately and authorize President Margaret Wong appoint no more than 5 Union Members to the
Task Force on Race no later than June 27, 2020. (Shivers)

MOTION to amend as follows: The MCCC Board of Directors establish an ad hoc Task Force on Race
effective immediately and authorize President Margaret Wong appoint no more than 5 Union Members
to the Task Force on Race no later than June 27, 2020. The Task Force will serve as a model for future
task forces to be created to address issues of discrimination toward individuals, including but not
limited to discrimination based on ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation. (Murphy) FAILED

MOTION to amend: The MCCC Board of Directors establish an ad hoc Task Force on Race effective
immediately and authorize President Margaret Wong appoint no more than 5 Union Members to the
Task Force on Race no later than July 10, 2020. (Pratt/Boudreau) PASSED

Freeland added that Treasurer Bradford will be looking at the budget for funds to support the work of
the Task Force on Race.
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