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Minutes of the MCCC Executive Committee Meeting
27 Mechanic St, Worcester, MA
Friday, September 6, 2019

Present: President Wong, Vice President Rosemarie Freeland, Secretary DeAnna
Putnam, Treasurer Gail Guarino, Executive Committee Members-At-Large Claudine
Barnes, Ellen Pratt, and Linda Grochowalski (leaving at 1:30 p.m.)

Guests: Communications Coordinator Don Williams, MTA Executive Director-Treasurer
Lisa Gallatin MTA Organizer/Field Representative Colleen Fitzpatrick, MTA Staff
Attorney Matthew Jones, MCCC Officer Manager Phil Mahler and Edy Stoddard
(MCCC Member Services).

President Wong called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

MTA Executive Director-Treasurer Lisa Gallatin introduced herself to the Executive
Committee and gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding the “All In Blueprint Project”
including the overall membership affect of the Janus v. AFSCME Supreme Court
decision on MTA and MCCC (membership has increased), as well as an update on
pending anti-union legal cases attempting to challenge exclusive representation. Gallatin
noted that one of the cases that the Supreme Court might certify is Branch v. CERB,
which is a MTA case.

XCom presented concerns and offered insight to Gallatin regarding MCCC’s relationship
with MTA, and regarding what might be holding back unit members, both Day and DCE
— but particular DCE — from becoming union members.

MTA Staff Attorney Matthew Jones and MTA Field Representative Catherine Santiago
presented a legal opinion regarding STCC’s discontinuing of its School of Science and
Engineering (SSE) and transfer of its academic departments to a new School of Science
Engineering and Math (SSEM), in response to a request made by the STCC chapter that
MCCC file a lawsuit against the college because these actions were not approved of by
the Board of Higher Ed. Jones and Santiago reported that it appeared that STCC had,
indeed, violated the law by not seeking BHE approval, but there was a questions as to
whether or not a lawsuit would be the right strategy to address the matter.



President Wong reported that she had contacted the BHE and confirmed that BHE
officially knew nothing about STCC’s actions. XCom discussed whether or not a better
strategy would be to make a demand that the BHE put the issue on its agenda for its next
meeting, or whether to first bring the matter up at Joint Study.

MOTION: The MCCC does not recommend the filing of a lawsuit against STCC and
the BHE but that the MCCC will share its concerns with the chapter and bring this
issue to Joint Study. (Barnes/Pratt) PASSED Unanimous

President Wong reported on the following: 1) A clarification protocol regarding
communication related to executive session matters, 2) Her position as chair on the
Beautification Subcommittee related to the Downtown Worcester Business Improvement
Project, which MCCC has agreed to be in support of (the cost for MCCC is $800 per
year), 3) An Affirmative Action investigation of a BHCC faculty member regarding
matters that are extraneous to the Affirmative Action policy, and this should not be
investigated in such manner, 4) Progress made by MCCC’s Early College Ad Hoc
Committee.

XCom discussed the matter of schedule Title IX training for chapter presidents and
grievance officers, with President Wong reporting that she would look into the options.

XCom finalized content for the call for DCE Negotiating Team applicants, confirmed
that 4,000 printed copies of the Day Contract would be ordered, and confirmed the need
to get more info on the schedule of events for Massachusetts Community College
Advocacy Day, including a related webinar to be available for student viewing.

XCom set a target date of June 2020 for the availability of an updated MCCC Leadership
Guide, with Executive Committee Members-At-Large Claudine Barnes and Ellen Pratt
working on the draft.

XCom discussed the posting of reports in the members-only section of the website, in
light of the need to develop protocol for report submissions; but first there is a need for
more space on the website, which likely will involve a policy for purging website content
to make room for new content.

Office Manager Phil Mahler and Edy Stoddard (Member Services) presented a proposal
for improving broadband for the office, ideally allowing for members of certain
committees to remotely participate in meetings when necessary. Mahler and Stoddard
also updated XCom regarding necessary office and building renovations.

XCom agreed that Treasurer Gail Guarino would draft a policy proposal regarding mid-
semester changes in stipended positions.

XCom confirmed that the only person determined to speak officially for MCCC is the
MCCC President, or the president’s designee. In reviewing a past conflict between MTA
and MCCC regarding this issue, XCom agreed that the matter seems to have been



resolved, but that if it happened again MCCC would need to confront MTA on the
matter.

XCom exited executive session at 6:15 p.m. and immediately adjourned.

The next meeting will be held on Friday, October 4, 2019.

Submitted by DeAnna Putnam, Secretary



