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Democ ratic The democrats have not abandoned their principles, they are merely in retreat. That

. . . was the essence of House Ways and Means Chair Thomas Finneran’s remarks to the
pﬂﬂCIples- House at the beginning of the budget debate at the end of May. Both Rep. Peter

Forman, the House minority leader, and Sen. David Locke, the Senate minority leader,

abandonment began each chamber’s debate commenting on the bipartisan cooperation which had
or not been seen in state government for years. From the final House budget to the 25
retreat 1/2 hour budget debate (actually debate is a misnomer; agreement is more appropriate)

in the Senate, where more time was spent in caucuses than in debate over the mare
than 500 amendments, the no-tax, balanced budget prevailed. Some attempts were
made to restore monies in certain hard-hit areas. Sen. John Olver attempted to have
the state’s surplus returned to the furloughed state workers. Sen. Michael Barrett
attempted to have excess revenues in fiscal 1992 earmarked for K-G education. Even
as support began to build for the postponement of the income tax decrease in January,
1992 to 5.95%, a 3:30 a.m. caucus eroded Sen. Martin Dunn’s (D/Holyoke)
momentum. Senator Olver submitted an amendment, which passed, and increased the
U/Mass. budget by $7 million and also increased the state and community colleges’
budgets by $1.5 million each. Though minimal amounts of money were shifted around,
the final budget remained $12.9 billion. Though no one was surprised that the
legislature did what they said they were going to do—give Governor Weld his no-tax,
balanced budget, many questioned where the commitment to the democratic principles
was during this process. The budget now goes to the Conference Committee which
will take each chamber’s budget and come to a compromise. This process will no
doubt go very quickly, and it will be necessary to go through the language quickly to
try and eliminate potentially dangerous proposals. For the first time in years, it looks as
if the commonwealth will have a balanced budget by end of the fiscal year. The best
we can hope for is that the democratic principles will begin to peek through this
morass once the revenues turn around.

The following is an outline of the budget deliberations through the Senate:

® Tuesday afternoon June 11, only the press was invited to the budget release
briefing.

¢ On Wednesday the budget was presented and all amendments had to be filed
by 5 p.m.

® In addition to the line items and outside sections, over 500 amendments were
filed.

® The Senate would not permit public and legislators to have copies of
amendments.

e The first reading of the budget (has to go through three readings) was Yone in
five minutes when the process began at 11 a.m. Thursday, June 13.

® The Senate decided on a marathon session with no access to amendments so
as to block advocate lobbying.

In this issue: e Because of the number of amendments, the Senate decided to “bundie’” them
' into two folders—one folder passed; one folder failed.

e Legislature debate
e House/Senate differences
¢ Leadership Conference

¢ Only amendments debated were ones which were pulled out because a
Senator insisted on a debate.

e Budget engrossed around 12:30 p.m. June 14.







